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About the Composer

Steven  C.  Warner earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Religious  Studies  (St.  Michael’s  College)  and  a 
Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies (University of Notre Dame). He joined the Notre Dame Campus 
Ministry staff in 1979, continuing there for more than thirty-five years. He founded the Notre Dame 
Folk Choir in 1980, which grew to include more than sixty singers and instrumentalists by 2016, their 
repertoire spanning all styles and languages. In 1990 World Library Publications (Chicago) began the 
choral  series Songs  of  the  Notre  Dame  Folk  Choir.  The  series  boasts  about  100  published  octavos; 
Mass of Charity and Love and Mass for Our Lady have become part of the national landscape.

In 2016 Steve became Associate Director of the Notre Dame-Newman Centre for Faith and Reason, at 
St.  John Henry Newman’s University Church in Dublin. The choir he founded, the Newman Vocare 
Ensemble, released their first album, Easter in Ireland, with GIA Publications in 2020.

About the Author of I See His Blood upon the Rose

The  poet  and  Irish  nationalist Joseph  Mary  Plunkett (1887–1916)  was  the  son  of  George  Noble 
Plunkett (a papal count and curator of the National Museum). Joseph was stricken with tuberculosis 
at  a  young  age;  he  was  intermittently  plagued  by  this  ailment  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Plunkett’s 
ancestors  include  St.  Oliver  Plunkett,  an  Irish  bishop  who  was  executed  by  the  British  after  the 
Reformation. Joseph was also executed by the British for the instrumental role he played in the Easter 
Rising of 1916.

From the recording Easter in Ireland: CD-1072
Individual  track  mp3s:  Exult,  Ye  Heavens,  X-107201;  An  tAiséirí:  The  Resurrection,  X-107203; 
Seinn  Alleluia,  X-107204;  I  See  His  Blood  upon  the  Rose,  X-107205;  Give  Thanks  to  the  Lord, 
X-107206; Light of Christ! Solas Chríost!, X-107212
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Notes

Exult, Ye Heavens

One of  the  most  powerful  texts  in  the  entirety  of The Roman Missal is  the  Easter  Proclamation,  the 
Exsultet. Most often it is chanted during the Easter Vigil, but the imagery is far too valuable, I believe, 
to be heard only once; it deserves to be referenced throughout Eastertide. 

This piece can be performed a variety of ways: with keyboard or guitar accompaniment, or completely 
a cappella by a strong choir. There is room for an optional C instrument, and even light percussion, as 
long as it  doesn’t interfere with the proclamation of the text. The chords are deliberately tight (some 
might say “crunchy”), but they only serve to illustrate the proclamatory joy of the season. If the guitar 
is used, strumming should be avoided; tight, articulate chord patterns will suffice. 

Two sets  of  verses are provided.  The first  group is  intended to be an acclamation to greet  the newly 
baptized  and  should  be  sung  at  the  Vigil  (the  piece  is  not  meant  to  take  the  place  of  the  chanted 
Exsultet, however). The second set of verses can be used throughout Eastertide. 

On our  album Easter  in  Ireland (CD-1072),  we  decided  that  we  would  introduce  the  piece  with  the 
choir  humming an open nn sound,  increasing in  intensity,  and vaulting into the refrain.  Some of  my 
choristers referred to this as a “beehive”—a marvelous image when thinking of the Exsultet text!

An tAiséirí: The Resurrection

When I first moved to Ireland, I had to learn a lot of new sacred music. Perhaps it might be better to 
say a lot of old sacred music. This piece is very old; it has been passed down for generations, has the 
lovely  melodic  arc  of  Irish  tunes,  and  is  arranged  such  that  it  can  be  performed  with  a  variety  of 
instruments: keyboard, guitar, strings—or all of them. The same is true of the vocals; the tune has its 
own integrity, but can be enhanced with the countermelody and descant on the refrain, if desired. 

Here in Ireland, we would sing the verse in the native tongue and then go back to sing it in English, but 
again, there is much flexibility. 

Seinn Alleluia

Seinn Alleluia is a traditional folk setting, known all over Ireland, of the alleluia. Ronan McDonagh set 
the piece in his collection Ancient Promise, but I heard it to be more mantra-like, something that could 
lend support to our weekly Easter celebrations at University Church in Dublin, which are in the style 
of the Taizé Community.

Specifically,  I  wanted to highlight the faithful  women and their  witness,  both as they stayed close to 
Jesus during his Crucifixion, and as they experienced the Easter morning events (and what followed).

Yes,  there’s  a  ridiculously  high  capo  eight  marking.   It  is  intentional,  so  that  the  melody  line  can  be 
easily  voiced in  the  treble  strings  of  the  guitar.  An alternative set  of  chords,  capo one in  e  minor,  is 
there as a complement.

It would be easy, as well, to construct Gospel Acclamation verses around the piece, to give it another 
kind of usefulness. A sample of standard verses is included.
 

Light of Christ! Solas Críost! 

The whole notion of moving between languages is a great gift to the Church: a sign of  reconciliation 
between  cultures  and  an  embrace  of  diversity.  Here  in  Dublin,  I  have   begun  to  use  the  concept  at 
Newman University Church.  Every week we gather for  prayer in the style of  Taizé,  bringing a huge 
dose of the repertoire of Jacques Berthier to our assembly. But the construct of an ostinato chorale can 
be used creatively beyond just the repertoire of Taizé. I’ve adopted these ideas in this setting of “Phos 
hilaron,” sung while the candlelight is spread in our old church here in city centre Dublin. This piece 
was premiered in Advent 2018 at University Church in Dublin.

—Steven C. Warner
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Exult, Ye Heavens

Based on the “Exsultet” of the Easter Vigil liturgy
Words Adapt. and Music by

Steven C. Warner

*The “nn” is optional.

D-10124

Words Adaptation and Music Copyright © 2020 GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved • Printed in the USA

7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 • giamusic.com • 800-442-1358
Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a violation of the U.S. Code of Law

for which the responsible individual or institution is subject to criminal prosecution. No one is exempt.

A part for flute is available, D-10124INST.
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I See His Blood upon the Rose
Joseph Mary Plunkett, 1877–1916 Steven C. Warner
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7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 • giamusic.com • 800-442-1358

Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a violation of the U.S. Code of Law
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For the Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 

University of Notre Dame, August 16, 2013.

Give Thanks to the Lord
Words Adapt. and Music by

Steven C. Warner
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Light of Christ! Solas Chríost!
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The Resurrection

Traditional Irish
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a high-resolution file, please visit www.onelicense.net or phone 1-800-ONE-1501.

To  download  a  high-resolution  file  of  the  contents  of  a  reprint  box,  please  visit 
www.onelicense.net or phone 1–800–ONE–1501.

USE THE NOTICE BELOW FOR EDITIONS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAN.

& b b b b 44 œ
Seinn*

œ œ œ œ
al le lu

.˙ œ œ
ia, seinn- - -

& b b b b œ œ œ œ œ
al le lu
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œ œ œ œ œ
al le lu, seinn- - - - -

& b b b b œ œ œ œ œ œ
al le lu, seinn
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.˙
ia!- - - - -

Seinn Alleluia
Refrain and Tune: Traditional Irish

Verses and Arr. Steven C. Warner

This arrangement published in 2020 by GIA Publications, Inc. • All rights reserved

For  permission  to  reproduce  the  contents  of  a  reprint  box,  and  to  download  a 
high-resolution file, please visit www.onelicense.net or phone 1-800-ONE-1501.

*Or, “Sing”
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About the Composer

Steven  C.  Warner earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Religious  Studies  (St.  Michael’s  College)  and  a 
Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies (University of Notre Dame). He joined the Notre Dame Campus 
Ministry staff in 1979, continuing there for more than thirty-five years. He founded the Notre Dame 
Folk Choir in 1980, which grew to include more than sixty singers and instrumentalists by 2016, their 
repertoire spanning all styles and languages. In 1990 World Library Publications (Chicago) began the 
choral  series Songs  of  the  Notre  Dame  Folk  Choir.  The  series  boasts  about  100  published  octavos; 
Mass of Charity and Love and Mass for Our Lady have become part of the national landscape.

In 2016 Steve became Associate Director of the Notre Dame-Newman Centre for Faith and Reason, at 
St.  John Henry Newman’s University Church in Dublin. The choir he founded, the Newman Vocare 
Ensemble, released their first album, Easter in Ireland, with GIA Publications in 2020.

About the Author

Gerard Manley  Hopkins (1844–1889)  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  poets  of  the  Victorian 
age,  despite  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  his  writings  were  published  posthumously.  Born  in 
Stratford, England, and baptized into the Anglican faith, he was received into the Catholic Church 
in 1866, a decision that estranged him from many family and friends. In this regard, he walked the 
same path as the man who welcomed him into the Catholic faith, Saint John Henry Newman.

Hopkins  studied  at  Oxford  (Balliol  College)  and  also  under  Newman  at  Birmingham  Oratory.  In 
1870, he took the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience in the Jesuit order. Even though he was 
acknowledged  to  be  a  brilliant  student,  he  failed  the  final  theology  exam,  thus  assuring  a  road  of 
little  promise  within  the  order.  But  his  poems,  finally  brought  to  light  after  his  death  (by  British 
poet laureate Robert Bridges), are considered brilliant works of his age.

In his final years, Hopkins taught Greek and Latin, following Newman to Catholic University (now 
University  College  Dublin).  These  years  brought  illness  and  profound  depression,  and  he 
succumbed  to  typhoid  in  1889,  dying  in  Newman  House,  St.  Stephen’s  Green.  He  is  buried  in 
Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin.  

Hopkins’ poems  include God’s  Grandeur, “The  Windhover:  To  Christ  Our  Lord,”  “Pied  Beauty” 
and “Easter.”

Easter 
Break the box and shed the nard; 
stop not now to count the cost; 
hither bring pearl, opal, sard; 
reck not what the poor have lost;
 upon Christ throw all away:
 Know ye, this is Easter Day.

Build his church and deck his shrine, 
empty though it be on earth; 
ye have kept your choicest wine—
 let it flow for heavenly mirth; 
pluck the harp and breathe the horn:
 Know ye not ’tis Easter morn?

Gather gladness from the skies; 
take a lesson from the ground; 
flowers do ope their heavenward eyes
 and a Spring-time joy have found;
 Earth throws Winter's robes away,
 decks herself for Easter Day.

Beauty now for ashes wear, 
perfumes for the garb of woe, 
chaplets for dishevelled hair, 
dances for sad footsteps slow;
 open wide your hearts that they
 let in joy this Easter Day.

Seek God’s house in happy throng; 
crowded let his table be;
 mingle praises, prayer, and song, 
singing to the Trinity.
 Henceforth let your souls always
 make each morn an Easter Day.

—Gerard Manley Hopkins, 1844–1889

From the recording Easter in Ireland: CD-1072; individual track mp3, X-107214 
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for William R. Dailey, CSC

EASTER DAY
Gerard Manley Hopkins, 1844–1889, alt.

Steven C. Warner
Verse 3 opt. harm. Desmond Earley

G-10121

Music Copyright © 2020 GIA Publications, Inc. • All rights reserved • Printed in the USA
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 • giamusic.com • 800-442-1358

Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a violation of the U.S. Code of Law
for which the responsible individual or institution is subject to criminal prosecution. No one is exempt.

A part for percussion is on page 11. 
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*An alternate harmonization for Verse 3 can be found on p. 9.
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Notes

Steven  C.  Warner earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Religious  Studies  (St.  Michael’s  College)  and  a 
Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies (University of Notre Dame). He joined the Notre Dame Campus 
Ministry staff in 1979, continuing there for more than thirty-five years. He founded the Notre Dame 
Folk Choir in 1980, which grew to include more than sixty singers and instrumentalists by 2016, their 
repertoire spanning all styles and languages. In 1990 World Library Publications (Chicago) began the 
choral  series Songs  of  the  Notre  Dame  Folk  Choir.  The  series  boasts  about  100  published  octavos; 
Mass of Charity and Love and Mass for Our Lady have become part of the national landscape.

In 2016 Steve became Associate Director of the Notre Dame-Newman Centre for Faith and Reason, at 
St.  John Henry Newman’s University Church in Dublin.  The choir he founded, the Newman Vocare 
Ensemble, released their first album, Easter in Ireland, with GIA Publications in 2020.

Anyone  familiar  with  the  story  of  Saint  Patrick—a  victim  of  human  trafficking—knows  that  as  a 
young man he experienced a dream, by the seashore. As he stood by the water,  there were the Irish, 
calling him to come back to walk among them.

There are so many images, richly piled one upon the other, in this psalm—no wonder composers have 
turned  to  it,  time  and  again,  as  an  anthem for  the  vulnerable,  as  a  call  to  cherish  the  uniqueness  of 
every human person and their dreams.

On the album Easter in Ireland (CD-1072) we recorded the piece twice: once in a full choral setting, 
the  other  in  a  more  intimate,  “parlor”  setting.  The  psalm  works  beautifully  both  ways  and  gives 
musicians ample room for interpretation.

—Steven C. Warner

About the Composer

From the recording Easter in Ireland: CD-1072; individual track mp3, X-107202
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Notes

For many years at Notre Dame, we used Alan Hommerding’s celebrated setting of the Magnificat at 
the close of our Lenten Vespers services. But a few years ago, several people remarked that the setting 
was a  bit  too resplendent  for  the  season of  Lent,  and asked if  a  new one,  in  a  minor  key,  might  be 
constructed—but still as acclamatory as the first.

I first used this setting with a choir in the month of March, when I was hosted by the Diocese of San 
Diego for a day of liturgical renewal. The slightly modified bar form tune was immediately embraced 
by the assembly as we celebrated Lenten Evening Prayer. Though they’d never heard it before, they 
owned the melody with gusto. I’ve since introduced the setting in both Dublin and Edinburgh with the 
same results, convincing me that the setting was equally at home in other cultures and congregations.
 
An optional tag (the pickup to the last two measures) was used between stanzas when we recorded the 
setting in Dublin.

David Scheidler, CSC, (1965–2020) was born in Dallas, Texas, the second oldest of eight children in 
a  bilingual,  bicultural  family.  He  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in 
Indiana,  double  majoring  in  history  and  communications  &  theater,  and  later,  a  Master  of  Divinity 
from Notre Dame’s Moreau Seminary. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1994. After ordination, 
Fr.  Scheidler  served  in  varied  capacities,  including  Rector,  Pastor,  Chaplain,  and  staff  member  of 
Notre  Dame’s  Office  of  Campus  Ministry.  His  teaching  and  ministry  extended  from  Arizona  and 
Illinois  to  Monterrey,  Mexico.  For  decades,  he  was  the  Chaplain  for  the  Notre  Dame  Folk  Choir, 
joining often for national and international tours. In 2017, Fr. Scheidler was named to his final post, as 
pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in Notre Dame, Indiana. He passed away as this Magnificat score was 
headed to publication.

—Steven C. Warner

About the Composer

Steven  C.  Warner earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Religious  Studies  (St.  Michael’s  College)  and  a 
Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies (University of Notre Dame). He joined the Notre Dame Campus 
Ministry staff in 1979, continuing there for more than thirty-five years. He founded the Notre Dame 
Folk Choir in 1980, which grew to include more than sixty singers and instrumentalists by 2016, their 
repertoire spanning all styles and languages. In 1990 World Library Publications (Chicago) began the 
choral  series Songs  of  the  Notre  Dame  Folk  Choir.  The  series  boasts  about  100  published  octavos; 
Mass of Charity and Love and Mass for Our Lady have become part of the national landscape.

In 2016 Steve became Associate Director of the Notre Dame-Newman Centre for Faith and Reason, at 
St.  John Henry Newman’s University Church in Dublin. The choir he founded, the Newman Vocare 
Ensemble, released their first album, Easter in Ireland, with GIA Publications in 2020.

About the Author

From the recording Easter in Ireland: CD-1072; individual track mp3, X-107207
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About the Composers

Steven  C.  Warner earned  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Religious  Studies  (St.  Michael’s  College)  and  a 
Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies (University of Notre Dame). He joined the Notre Dame Campus 
Ministry staff  in 1979,  continuing there for  more than thirty-five years.  He founded the Notre Dame 
Folk Choir in 1980, which grew to include more than sixty singers and instrumentalists by 2016, their 
repertoire spanning all styles and languages. In 1990 World Library Publications (Chicago) began the 
choral  series Songs  of  the  Notre  Dame  Folk  Choir.  The  series  boasts  about  100  published  octavos; 
Mass of Charity and Love and Mass for Our Lady have become part of the national landscape.

In 2016 Steve became Associate Director of the Notre Dame-Newman Centre for Faith and Reason, at 
St.  John Henry Newman’s  University  Church in  Dublin.  The choir  he  founded,  the  Newman Vocare 
Ensemble, released their first album, Easter in Ireland, with GIA Publications in 2020.

Jennifer  Wells is  an  active  composer,  performer,  accompanist  and  teacher  based  in  the  New  York 
metropolitan area. She has been playing piano since the age of three. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
piano performance from Hofstra University, where she also studied composition, jazz arranging and 
songwriting. She is an extremely versatile musician, capable of playing and writing music in classical 
and contemporary styles,  as well  as being an accomplished improviser. Jennifer is presently serving 
as the Music Director at Saint Catherine of Sienna Parish in Franklin Square, New York, where she is 
the organist and directs two choirs. She enjoys using her creative talents in writing original music for 
parish  use  in  various  liturgies. Jennifer  also  works  extensively  at  her  alma  mater  as  a  staff 
accompanist and maintains a private studio of piano students.

Notes

It is such a curious phrase, “taste and see.” How can taste affect your vision? And yet we sing of this 
mystery  all  the  time  in  Psalm 33/34.  Equally  compelling  is  how the  law  and  word  of  the  Lord  are 
sustaining as well—hence the second set of verses, found in Psalm 118/119.

To create a setting with an antiphon that expands the imagery of seeing through taste, calling to mind 
the depth of that mystery—this was what I was after with this piece.
 
For this setting, I collaborated with Jennifer Wells, a talented graduate of Hofstra, whom I met several 
years  ago at  the Liturgical  Music  Institute  on Long Island.  Our goal  with this  piece was to create  a 
mantra,  but  one  which  was  inventive,  that  would  stretch  the  harmonic  landscape  a  bit,  but  remain 
within the grasp of the average guitar player.

—Steven C. Warner

From the recording Easter in Ireland: CD-1072; individual track mp3, X-107210
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